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Teachinginference

. Inference Is a complex skill and is included In
many other types of reading strategies.

. Good readers need to be able to coordinate
many strategies at once.

- It Is Importantto rememberthat this strategy
should not be taught in isolatioNational
Reading Panetport (2000, states that learning
avarietyof readingstrategiegogether is most
effective.



Inference vObseraviion

- Observation is what you see
- Inference is what you figure out






KylendBeers Tryvpres: a

1. Recognize the antecedents for pronoun:

2. Figure out the meaning of unknown
words from context clues

3. Figure out the grammatical function of a
unknown word

4 . Understand 1 nt on
words



KylendBeers Tryvpres: a

5l denti fy character
and motivations

o . Under st and char a
one another

/. Provide detalls about the setting

8. Provide explanations for events or ideas
that are presented Iin the text



KylendBeers Tryvpres: a

9. Offer details for eventsr their own
explanations of the events presentedine
text

1 0. Under stand t he a
11. Recogni ze the au

12. Relate what is happening in the text to
their own knowledge of the world

13. Offer conclusions from facts presented in
the text

Sourcewhen Kids Canodt Read What Can



Another Way to Describe inference

. Basic

Blnferences dravtext and background knowledge
together

. Anaphoric Relations

Blnferencedased on two parts of the text more
complex

. Antecedentor referent/substitution

BAssociations between words where one word or
group of words is used in place of another word
of group of words.

We just got a new puppy. That ball of energy is taking
over our lives




Inferential Thinking

- Inferring requireshigher orderthinking
skills, which makes it a difficult skill for

manystudents.

. Inferentialthinkingskill: whena reader
combines clues from theext with their
own background knowledger from
other parts of the text inorder to draw
conclusions.



What We Know About Inferences

. We need to find clues to get some
answers.

. We need to addthose cluego what we
alreadyknow or have read.

. There can be more than one correct
answetr.

- We need to be able to support
Inferences.



Ways to Teachnference

. Trash Bags

BPut items In a bag and tell the students you
found it on your way to school.

BTake the articles on one by one and make a
list of them on the board or on chart paper

BAsk the students to make a case about the
owner of the items in the bags
. Example: Axespray, a Hollister clothes
tag, church flyemagazine



Variation-onTrash:Bags

. Be a Historian

‘BSame process as trash bags, but the items
could be put in a purse or a suitcase

BAsk the students to act like historians and
using the historical method describe the
owner of the items

Example: @ink bootie,a paperback, a post card
from Paris



Aesoposs Fabl es

. Have the student's read one (or more) of
Aesopos Fabl es.

. Have the students use their own words
to write the moral of the fable.

- You can find the fables onlingust cut
and paste!



The Fox and!/the-Grapes

One afternoon a fox was walking through the
forest and spotted a bunch of grapes hanging
from over a lofty branch.

"Just the thing to quench my thirst," said he.

Taking a few steps back, the fox jumped and just
missed the hanging grapes. Again the fox took &
few paces back and tried to reach them but still
failed.

Finally, giving up, the fox turned up his nose and
said,"They'rgorobably sour anyway," and
proceeded to walk away.



Four Oxenmandithedlion

A lion used to prowl about a field In
which four oxen used to dwell. Many a time
he tried to attack them; but whenever he
came near they turned their tails to one
another, so that whichever way he
approached them he was met by the horns
of one of them.

At last, however, they fell-guarrelling
among themselves, and each went off to
pasture alone in a separate corner of the
field. Then the lion attacked them one by
one and soon made an end of all four.



Visual-Puns

. Use as sponge activities



Visual-Puns

Paradox



Visual-Puns

3 Blind Mice

(No Letter 1)



Visual-Puns

Crying Shame

(Cry in
OShame



Poetry

A silverscaled dragon with jaws flaming

red

Sits at my elbow and toasts my bread.

| hand him fat slices, and then, one by or
He hands them back when he sees they
are done.

--Willilam Jaysmith
The Toaster



o/Tchvle lavool od ovd fa wy y0 feave@ a n
eV e ddybhho dyMarbnl LutherKing, Jr.
A.Violence Is a necessary evil.

B. Responding to violence with violence
leads to destruction.

C. Old laws are the best laws.

D.There are better ways of responding to
Injustice than with violence

Source:Townsend Press:Ten Steps



OCAcrhei o whoSocavhoma nin v h
Romain-Rolland

A . Her ol sm doesnot
noticeable actions.

B. Many people do not do all they can to
help others.

C.ltis easy to be a hero.

D. People donot hav
brave to be heroic

Source: Townsend Press: Ten Steps



o-He/bupbreyhoruroa: brpbco thchyer 0
oW Vil aakh lehl - a Elindu prdvesb

A. We need each other to help us reach
our goals.

B. Helping someone benefits the helper as
well as the receiver of help.

C. People should sacrifice their wéking
for the sake of others.

D. Boats tend to reach shore no matter
who pilots them.



KIS Strategy

Key Words, Infer, Support.

BThismnemonic strategy hedpsdentsemember
the three steps in making and supporting
Inferences.

. Studentaneedto underlinekey words and
facts from the text.

- Next students makenferences usinthe key
words or facts to answer the guestion.

. Lastlythe studentslist background
knowledge usedo support their answers



Marking Texts with: Sticky. Notes

. Sticky notes help students focus their
reading on specific goals such as finding
Inferences.

. Stickynotesare oneway to help students
keep track of their thinking while reading.

. Teachers can haw@e students jot down
guestions or thoughts during reading.

. Students then can refer to the sticky notes
during class discussions, conferences, or
writing assignments.



GraphicOrganizer

. Quote from Text
- Page
- Number | |l nf er é



Perplexors mindware.com

. See back of handout



Minute IMysteries

- Two children born in the same hospital, in the same
hour, day, and year, have the same mother and fathe
but are not twins.

- A couple will build a square hous&n each wall
they'll have a window, and each window will face
north.

. There are a pipe, a carrot and a pile of pebbles
together in the middle of a field.

. An ordinary American citizen, with a clean police
record but no passport, managed to visit over thirty
foreign countries.He was welcomed in each country;,
and left each one of his own accor#le did this in
one day.







Wordless Picture Books




The Stinky_ CheeselMan




See the Ocean

By Estelle Condra
[llustrated by Linda Crockett-Blassingame
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Nelhie loved the ocean. She loved going
to the beach with her parents and her
two older brothers, Gerald and Jamin,
Once a year Nellie's family rook the long
road that led through the flat desert
plains and across the Black Mountains
to their beach house at the ocean.




But then a soft, salty breeze crept up
the mountain and through the open
window, brushing over Nellie’s cheek
and whispering in her ear, and suddenly
she said, “I see it!”

“No fair, Mother! She can’t,”
complained Jamin.

“No one can see it from here today,”
Gerald joined in.

“But I do, I do,” insisted Nellie.

“She’s cheating! She can’t see it!”
complained the boys.

“If she sees it, let her tell us what it
looks like,” said their father.




Slowly Nellie started. “The ocean is an
old, old man born at the beginning of
time. He breathes a loud, salty breath,
and his beard blows white on the sandy
beach. Fish swim in his long, wavy hair.
On his head he wears a crown of pearls.
On his feet he wears shoes of shells.

“Sometimes the wind blows his hair
about in big wild waves. Then he gets
angry, and he roars and hisses and spits.
When the sun shines, he laughs and
gurgles and prattles in the rock pools. He
smiles a wide silver and green smile on
the beach. On his shoulders he carries
ships and boats.

“But at night he’s more beautiful than
ever. At night he wears a dark, silvery
gray cloak with moons and stars
sprinkled upon it. Every night before he
goes to sleep, he pulls a soft, misty
blanket over himself.”




For a long whil ne They
just looked and looked at Nellie. Then
Nellie’s mother turned around in her
seat and stroked Nellie’s cheek.

Jamin grumbled, “It’s still not fair.”

“How could she see through the mist
when we can’t? She can’t even see!” said
Gerald.
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Nellie smiled to herself as she thought how very
much she loved the ocean.
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